
 

 

Brussels—May 6, 2011i 

CYCLE logistics:  Moving goods by cycle 

Achieving concrete reduction in energy used for urban freight transport 

As societies face urban congestion, rising fuel costs and increased air and noise pollution, using bikes to move 

goods is now being seen a viable transport solution. This is clearly the idea behind CYCLE Logistics, the EU funded 

project being launched this month.   

“All modern sustainable companies and cities will incorporate delivery of goods by bikes in their logistic systems” 

proclaims Dr. Bernhard Ensink, Secretary General of the European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF), and one of the key 

partners involved in the project. The CYCLE logistics project will build upon this new trend of moving goods out of 

trucks and vans and onto bicycles. 

Running from May 2011 to 2014 and spanning across 

12 countries, this project will draw upon the expertise 

of local authorities, the private sector, cyclists’ groups, 

communications experts and energy agencies. With ECF 

as a main partner of this project, CYCLE logistics will 

strive to remove unnecessary motorized vehicles from 

roads by using more bikes to transport goods in city 

centres across Europe.  

“Currently, half of all trips in the city are related to the 

transportation of goods with light goods representing 

over a third of these trips”, explains ECF Project 

manager Dr. Randy Rzewnicki, noting that “there’s a 

huge potential for CYCLE logistics to shift these trips 

away from motorized vehicles and towards cycling-related solutions”.  

Despite the mammoth task ahead of him, Rzewnicki is upbeat: “In Berlin, London, Paris, and many other cities 

elsewhere it’s happening already for business.  Even for those who have the most efficient delivery networks, 

cycling solutions lead to increased efficiency”.   

A clear example of bikes being used as part of every-day business 



 

 

In order to promote this shift, CYCLE Logistics will push for behavioral change across a broad spectrum of stake-
holders: Individuals will be informed on how to use their bicycle to transport goods usually moved by cars, 
businesses (e.g. tradesmen, window-washers or plumbers etc.) will be motivated to use bikes or cargo bikes for 
delivery, with the goods sector being pushed be pressed to increase deliveries by cycle. Even the towns & cities 
across Europe will have a role to play, replacing their unneeded motor vehicles with (cargo) bikes to provide 
municipal services (e.g. street cleaning, park maintenance and cycle oriented service contracts).   
 
During the operation, the project will also test and and report on various cycle transport products (i.e. cargo bikes, 
bags & baskets), giving potential consumers across Europe (private, business and governments) access to valuable 
information.  
 
Project partners will be holding their first meetings between the 16-20

th
 of May in Copenhagen, Denmark.  

Note to the editor 

About CYCLE logistics: Running from May 2011 to 2014 and spanning across 8-12 countries, the project will 

achieve a concrete reduction in energy used for urban freight transport. This will be accomplished through intra-

urban final delivery of goods by bicycle rather than motorized vehicles, using expert know-how from existing cycle 

logistic companies and inciting policy interventions across Europe. CYCLE Logistics aims to save 1300 tons of fuel 

and 3500 t/CO2, have 2000 new cargo bikes in use in European urban areas and see at least 10,000 trips shifted to 

intermodal transport chains.  

Project partners include: Austrian Mobility Research (FGM-AMOR), Graz AT (Coordinator); Outspoken Delivery – 
UK (cycle delivery co), City of Ferrara, IT; City of Alba-Iulia, RO; I.B.C. Cycling Consultancy, NL; Energy Agency of 
Plovdiv, BG; Cycle Chic / Copenhagenize, DK; Cyclist’s Touring Club (CTC is the UK’s national cycling organization 
with over 60,000 members, and a member of ECF), UK; European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF)  

 

Pictures available for download at: http://tinyurl.com/6g4xyq5   

 

                                                           
iFor more information please contact: 
Julian Ferguson, Communications Officer 
Tel: +32 2880 9281 
Email: j.ferguson@ecf.com 
 

http://tinyurl.com/6g4xyq5
mailto:j.ferguson@ecf.com

